


 
 
 

Semester IV 

Credits -4 

Aim 

AUD4E06-Gender Studies 
 

Audit Course for UG Programme in CBCSS 

Aim of this course is to introduce the significance and relevance of gender studies 
 
Objectives 

 
 To provide the relevance and significance of the ideas of gender equality and gender 

justice in our society 
 To develop an understanding about the basic concepts of gender studies 
 To provide a historical background of  movements and its relevance 
 To understand the major debates around gendered ways of violence and to introduce 

gender perspectives on popular culture 

Course - Outcomes 
 

1. It helps the student to acquire knowledge about the importance of gender equality and 
 rights 

2. It helps the student to develop gender sensitivity through an analysis of contemporary 
social issues at the global, national and local levels 

3. It helps the student to familiarise with analysing the popular culture and media with a 
gender perspective 

4. It equips the student to acquire knowledge about the various organs, conventions, 
constitutional provisions and redressal systems to combat gender discrimination 

 
Module I 

 
Introducing the concepts of sex and gender, gender division of labour, patriarchy, sexualities 
and sexual orientations, gender stereotypes, masculinities, intersectionalities of race, class, 
caste and gender in family and society 

Suggested Readings 
 

1. 50 Key concepts in Gender Studies, Jane Pilcher and Imelda Whelehan, Sage 
Publications, 2005 

2. Understanding Gender: Kamala Bhasin, Women Unlimited, New Delhi, 2003. 
3. What is Patriarchy? Kamala Bhasin, Women Unlimited, New Delhi, 2003. 
4.    ,  ,   ,  

5. Exploring Masculinity, Kamala Bhasin, Women Unlimited, New Delhi, 2003. 

 
Module II 



 kinship structures, 
various forms of violence against women  female foeticide, infanticide, dowry, domestic 
violence, sexual assaults, rape, sexual harassment at workplace, honour killings  
Government mechanisms to combat Violence against women in India 

1. An overview of the status of women in India: Neera Desai and Maithreyi Krishnaraj, 
P 296-319, Class, Caste, Gender- Readings in Indian Government and Politics-5, Ed. 
Manoranjan Mohanty, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2004 

2. Towards  Report of the Committee on the Status of Women in India, 1975 
3.             ?;,       ?,  .    , 

    ,  
 
Module III 

 
Historical Roots of Women's Movements in India and global  Right to vote Women's 
Question and social reform in 19th early 20th Century in India and Kerala Women in 
National Movement  Left Movement- dia  
Queer movements  International human rights instruments & UN conventions on gender 
rights, Indian Constitutional guarantees of equality and citizenship rights  gender in higher 
education 

1. History of Doing, Radha Kumar, Kali for Women, New Delhi 
2. Mapping of Women's Movement, Threfall. M. (Ed.). Verso, London 

 
3. Women, Ecology and Culture: Gabriele Dietrich, P. 72- 95, Gender and Politics in 

India, Kali for Women 
4.       , . ,    
5. Saksham Report on Measures for Ensuring the Safety of Women and Programmes for 

Gender Sensitisation on Campuses, 2013, 
https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/5873997_saksham-book.pdf 

Module IV 
 
Gender perspectives on popular culture, discourse and practices of cinema, television, 
popular music, magazines and advertisements, representations of women and gender/sexual 
minorities in media, gendered dimensions of social media  analysis of gender in news  
print, television, web and  media initiatives 

Suggested Readings 
 

1. Whose News: The Media and  Issues, Ammu Joseph & Kalpana Sharma 
(Ed), Sage Publishing, 2006 

2. Films and Feminism - Essays in Indian Cinema - Jasbir Jain and Sudha Rai (Ed.), 
Rawat Publications. 

 
Suggested Activities 

 
1. Analysis of popular films  films for analysis: (1) The Great Indian Kitchen 

(Malayalam), Thappad (Hindi) 



2. Analysis of (1) commercial television advertisements (2) Matrimonial Classifieds in 
Malayalam News papers 
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